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This is in response to appellant's brief on appeal filed 6/29/99. 



(1) 



(2) 



Real Party in Interest 

A statement identifying the real party in interest is contained in the brief. 
Related Appeals and Interferences 
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Art Unit: 2861 

A statement identifying the related appeals and interferences which will directly affect 
or be directly affected by or have a bearing on the decision in the pending appeal is contained 
in the brief. 

(3 ) Status of Claims 

The statement of the status of the claims contained in the brief is correct. 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final 

The appellants statement of the status of amendments after final rejection contained in 
the brief is correct. 

(5) Summary of Invention 

The summary of invention contained in the brief is correct. 

(6) Issues 

The appellant's statement of the issues in the brief is correct. 

(7) Grouping of Claims 

The rejection of claims 1 and 3-5 stand or fall together because appellant's brief does 
not include a statement that this grouping of claims does not stand or fall together and reasons 
in support thereof. See 37 CFR 1.192(c)(7). 

(8) Claims Appealed 

The copy of the appealed claims contained in the Appendix to the brief is correct. 

(9) Prior Art of Record 
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The following is a listing of the prior art of record relied upon in the rejection of claims 
under appeal. 

5,245,361 KASHIMURA et al 9-1993 

4,931,811 COWGERetal 6-1990 

(10) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims: 
Claims 1, 3-5, 9, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). This rejection is set forth in 
prior Office action, Paper No. 23. 

(11) Response to Argument 

Appall ant pointed to the re c itation at col.l. lines 11-23 of 
Kashimura and argued that Kashimura recognize d in the p rior art a 
disposable ink jet recording head com prising internally 
integrated combination of an in k tank and a head element. 

This argument is irrelevant to the rejection because the 
aforementioned recitation is directed to prior art recognized by 
Kashimura, not the teaching of Kashimura. 
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Appellant argued that no teachi ng could be found in 
Kashimura that the recording head unit i s detachable from the ink 
reservoir . 

The examiner disagreed. Kashimura teaches that in 
connecting the head 311 and the ink tank 312, the head is urged 
into the ink tank as shown by arrow A in Fig. 17, at this point, 
"the wall portion provided with the opening 312b of the ink 
tank 312 is expanded outwardly due to engagement of the 
projection 311b" (col. 18, lines 1-3). One of ordinary skill in 
the art would conclude that since the wall can expanded outwardly 
to due to engagement, it would certainly can expanded outwardly 
to allow disengagement. 

A ppellant araued that no teachin g could be found in 
Kashimura that the recording head unit is including electrode 
contacts . 

The examiner disagreed. Kashimura' s recording head unit 
including an ink tank detachably attached to the recording head 
unit to form a single unit whereby the electrode contacts are 
carry thereon. Hence, the electrode contacts are indirectly 
carried on the recording head unit. It is noted that appellant's 
claimed electrode contacts are directly carried on the recording 
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head unit which is distinguished over Kashimura. However, such 
directly-carried-on feature has not been recited in the claim. 
Furthermore, in amending in response to a rejection of claims in 
an application, the appellant must clearly point out the 
patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in 
view of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited. 
He or she must also show how the amendments avoid such references 
{see section 1.111© of Patent Rules}. Furthermore, in rejecting 
claims the examiner may reply upon admissions by the appellant as 
to any matter affecting patentability {see section 1.104(c) (3). 
Therefore, since appellant has never argued the aforementioned 
feature before, it is considered appellant's own admissions that 
the aforementioned feature is well known in the art, 
particularly, since it is taught by one of the cited references 
in the file ( Kurata et al (5,138,342); see particularly Figs. 3 
and 7, elements 507 and 512) . 

Ap pellant araued that no teaching could be found in Cowqer 
that removing a seal member such that th e interior space of the 
ink reservoir communicates dire c tly with an exterior of the ink 



reservoir via the vent . 
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The examiner disagreed. Cowger clearly teaches by 
illustration {see Figure 1) that the interior space of the ink 
reservoir communicates directly with an exterior of the ink 
reservoir via the vent 30. With respect to the removable seal 
member, this feature is inherent for the following reason. It is 
well know in the art that during shipping the openings of the ink 
reservoir including an air vent opening needs to be sealed so 
that ink will not- leak out of the reservoir through the openings 
due to the pressure changes in the reservoir by the movement of ^ 
the reservoir. And during operation, the seal has to be removed 
to allow air communication between the reservoir and the 
atmosphere as clearly illustrated by Cowger. Furthermore, in 
amending in response to a rejection of claims in an application, 
the appellant must clearly point out the patentable novelty which 
he or she thinks the claims present in view of the state of the 
art disclosed by the references cited. He or she must also show 
how the amendments avoid such references {see section 1.111© of 
Patent Rules}. Furthermore, in rejecting claims the examiner may 
reply upon admissions by the appellant as to any matter affecting 
patentability {see section 1.104(c)(3). Therefore, since 
appellant has never argued the aforementioned feature before, it 
is considered appellant's own admissions that the aforementioned 
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feature is well known in the art, particularly, since it is 
taught by the attached reference ( Wada (JP 5-162326)); see 
particularly elements 10 and 7) . 

Ap pellant further, under item (A), describing Figure 17 of 
Kashimura and explaining how that Figure illustrated a permanent 
joining of the ink tank and the ink iet head. 

However, as explained above, Kashimura teaches that in 
connecting the head 311 and the ink tank 312, the head is urged 
into the ink tank as shown by arrow A in Fig. 17, at this point, 
"the wall portion provided with the opening 312b of the ink 
tank 312 is expanded outwardly due to engagement of the 
projection 311b" (col. 18, lines 1-3). One of ordinary skill in 
the art would conclude that since the wall can expanded outwardly 
to due to engagement, it would certainly can expanded outwardly 
to allow disengagement. Just because Kashimura was not 
explicitly indicated that the recording head unit and the ink 
reservoir unit detachable from each other does not mean that they 
are permanently joined to each other as indicated by the 
appellant. In addition, it is notorious well known in the art to 
have the head and the ink tank detachable from each other as also 
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Art Unit: 2861 

shown in the attached reference of Wada (see particularly Figure 
8) . 

Appellant further, under items B and C, argued that the 
cited art does not suggest providing electrode contacts on the 
recording head unit and a vent including a removable seal means. 

These argued are basically same as the argument previously 
presented which the examiner has responded as set forth above. 

For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections 
should be sustained. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Judy Nguyen 
September 3, 1999 



Cooper & Dunham 

1185 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, NY 10036 
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(54) INK CARTRIDGE 

(11) 5-162326 (A) (43) 29.6.1993 (19) JP 

(21) Appl. No. 3-327718 (22) 11.12.1991 
(71) CANON INC (72) SHUNEI WADA 
(51) Int. Cl s . B41J2/175 



PURPOSE: To prevent the flying-out of ink or the mixing of the ink with air 
by making the pressure in the air chamber provided in an ink cartridge same 
to atmospheric pressure by incorporating a mechanism releasing an atmosphere 
communication port at first when the package protecting the ink cartridge 
is opened and subsequently releasing an ink supply port in the package. 

CONSTITUTION: When a package is opened, a user raises the projection 13 
unified with a second package 3" in the direction shown by an arrow. When 
the projection is further raised in the same direction, the connection part 4 
of first and second packages 2, 3 is separated. At this time, both packages 
are broken at the connection pan 4 because a notch 14 is provided to the second 
package 3 and temporarily prevented from separation. At this time, the pin- 
shaped sealing member 10 closing an atmosphere communication port 7 is 
detached and the pressure of air in an ink cartridge 1 equals the atmospheric 
pressure. 
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